
Christ Community Church 
Sunday, May 19, 2024 

 

Letters for Life 

Galatians 2:1-10 
(English Standard Version) 

 

Peter Bartuska, Pastor 
 

Notes 
 
 

 

 

"The Christian Gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and valued that Jesus was glad to die 
for me. This leads to deep humility and deep confidence at the same time. It undermines both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel 
superior to anyone, and yet I have nothing to prove to anyone. I do not think more of myself or less of myself. Instead, I think of 
myself less.”  Tim Keller 

 

“I will not believe that you have tasted of the honey of the gospel if you can eat it all by yourself.”  Charles Spurgeon 

 
Galatians 2:1-2 
“Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of 
a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among 
the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.” 
 

“Remember Paul’s point from Galatians 1. He demonstrated that his gospel came by a revelation from Jesus and not from man, not 
even from the apostles in Jerusalem. Two visits to Jerusalem over 14 years demonstrated that Paul did not sit at the feet of the 
disciples of Jesus to learn the gospel.”  Various 

 
Galatians 2:3-5 
“But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of false 
brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring 
us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be 
preserved for you.” 
 

“At this time, there was a contention rising over the place of Gentiles in the church. God used Peter to welcome Gentiles into the 
church in Acts 10. But some Christians from a Jewish background said that Gentiles could indeed be saved, if they made themselves 
Jews first and brought themselves under the Law of Moses. Their idea was that salvation in Jesus was only for the Jewish people, and 
Gentiles had to become Jews before they could become Christians. The believing Jews, however, could not get it through their heads 
that circumcision was not necessary for salvation. They were encouraged in their wrong attitude by the false apostles. The result was 
that the people were up in arms against Paul and his doctrine.”  Luther 

 
Galatians 2:6-9 
“And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—
those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with 
the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked 
through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when 
James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand 
of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.” 
 

“Paul’s words are neither a denial of, nor a mark of disrespect for, their apostolic authority. He is simply indicating that, although he 
accepts their office as apostles, he is not overawed by their person as it was being inflated (by the false teachers).”  John Stott 

 
Galatians 2:10 
“Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.” 
 



“In Acts 20:1-5 Paul leaves Ephesus with the intention of returning to Jerusalem for the purpose of delivering the collection to the 
Jerusalem church at Pentecost. The collection was a gift from the Gentile churches to the Jerusalem believers. Romans 15:26 states 
that ‘Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem,’ a text written from 
Corinth in the three-month period after Paul’s Ephesian ministry.”  Various 

 
The ”L” of Life 

 
1) A Feast to be SHARED 

 
 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8 
 “And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of 

the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has 
the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth 
everywhere, so that we need not say anything.” 

 

 “The glory of the gospel is that when the church is absolutely different from the world, she invariably attracts it.”  Martyn 

Lloyd-Jones 
 

2) The Unified, Unconditional, Universal Gospel 
 

 John 17:20-21 
 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be 

one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me.” 

 
 Philippians 2:12-13 
 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and 
to work for his good pleasure.” 

 
 John 3:16-17 
 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 

 

 


